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UTAH COMMISSION. 


— 


DETAILS OF WHAT THEY HAVE DONE, AND WHAT THEY RECOMMEND. 


following, whick is nearly the full text of the seeond ann report of 
the Commission, is from the Baltimore American: 

"The Cottitnisstoners appointed by President Arthur, under the anti-polyg- 
amy act of last year, have to-day submitted their second annual report to 
the Sectetary of the Interior. Before proceeding with an account’ of their 
transactions since the date of their previous report, thay deem it advisable 
to inkké'a brief statement of the former legislation of Congress in relation to 
bigamy or polygamy. They say: There is no doubt that plural marriage’ 
vas practiced to a considerable extent among the Mormons from the time of 
heir first immigration to Great Salt Lake Valley in 1847. It was in 1858 
that it was first publicly proclaimed as a tenet of the Chureh by divine 
revelation,’ by Brigham Young, President of the Church, and Governor of 
Utah Territory under the appointment of President Fillmore. After the 
lapse of ten years, namely, on July 1, 1862, an act was passed by Congress 
which provides that every person having a husband or wife living, who 
marries another, whether married or single, in a Territory or other place over 
which the United States have exclusive jurisdiction, is guilty of bigamy, and 
shall be punished by a fins of not more than five hundred: dollars and by f im- 
prisonment for & term of not more than five years.’ 
nder this law there have been very few convictions—not more than 
threb, as we are advised for a period of ever twenty years, which is due 


largely to the fact that à great majority of the community are in sympathy 
With the accused.’ In this connection we deem it proper to say that no re- 
ih is intended to be cast | upon the judges or other officers of justice m 


inted’ e ae government. Doubtless they have done the best 
mean and measures as were by the 
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Passing then to a description of the statute from which the board derived 
their power, the report proceeds as follows: The law of March 22, 1882, is 
much more comprehensive. In addition to repeating the same penalty for 
entering into the.polygamic. relation, it amen the formes law by providing 
a penalty ‘against any man who simultaneously or on the same day marries 
more than one woman;’ sich cases have occurred in Utah, the former law not 
providing for such ‘ slusulteneous’ nuptials. Also the present Jaw provides a 
penalty for ‘ unlawful cohabitation,’ which was intended to meet the case of 
a continuance of the polygamic relation, for it was held by the courts under 
the former law that a man living in a polygamic relation could not be con- 
victed after the three years’ statute of limitations had expired from the time 
of entering into the plural marriage. Besides, new sections are introduced | 
into the present act relating to the qualification of jurors, amnesty to offend.” 
ers, and the legitimation of children born before January 1, 1883. 

“With the execution of those provisions of the act thus far adverted to, 
this Commission have nothing to do. And there is a general misapprehen- 
sion in the public mind as to the extent of our authority, which, though im- 
portant and difficult of execution, is much more circumscribed and limited 
than many suppose. Our whole authority is set forth in the ninth or last 
section of the law, which is to be construed in connection with the preceding 
section, and perhaps some other sections of the act.“ 

The eighth and ninth sections are then quoted, and the report goes on to 
say: “It will thus be seen that the duties of this Commission appertain only 
tw matters of registration and election and eligibility to office, while the pun- 
ishment of the crime of polygamy is left, as under the former law, to the 
courts of justice. Nor are we invested with legislative authority. Our 
powers are of a quasi-judicial and administrative character. But, from the 
general terms of many parts of the act, we have been obliged to exercise a 
‘considerable latitude ef discretivn to make the act effectual, confining our- 
selves within the limits of the law, according to our best judgment. We have 
heretofore communicated to the Department of the Interior the difficulties 
we encountered on entering upon our duties last year, also the measures we 
adopted for excluding polygamists from registration and from the polls, and 
that we had excluded some 12,000 men and women from registration and 
voting by reason of their disqualification under this act. Pursuing the same 
policy, we have had equal success at the general election held on the 6th of 
August, 1883, in excluding polygamists from the polls. The theory of the 
act of March 22, 1882, appears to de thus: That a discrimination between 
thuse Mormons who practice pulygamy and those who do not, placing a stigma 
upon the former, and depriving them of the right of suffrage, as well as the 
right to hold office; while, on the other hand, an inducement is held out to 
the latter class, thut by the abstaining from the polygamic relation they will 

enjoy all the political rights of American citizens—would in time have the 
affect of . great numbers of * Mormon people to refrain from plural 
marriage. 

N likely to have much effect upon the 
Aderly men, who have already a plurality of wives and several families of 
children, they must have great weight with the young men of the Territory, 


* 
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many of whom are ambitious and aspiring, and would not like, voluntarily, 
to embrace political ostracism. The leading Mormons, who are generally in 
polygamy, evidently perceive this tendency, and, therefore, ever since the 
passage of the act, they have assiduously taught their people that this meas- 
sure is transient, and that it will soon be set aside by the Federal courts, or 
by the action or non - action of Congress. So far as we are advised, very few, 
‘if any, illegal votes have been cast in Utah since the Commission took charge 
of registrations and elections in August, 1882. As to the declared objects of 
the act of Congress as therein set forth, so far as appertains to our duties, it 
Is not denied that the operation of the act has been eminently successful; 
that is to say, the polygamists have all been excluded from the polls and 
‘from eligibility to office. Considering that during the twenty years since 
‘the anti · polygamy act of 1862 was passed, the penalties of that law have 
‘been enforced against not exceeding three persons, it would seem that in the 
enforcement of the present law against some 12,000 polygamists who have 


“been excluded from the polls, it must justly be regarded that the act has 


‘been fully and successfully executed. Before passing from this topic, we 
deem it proper to observe that no person well informed with regard to Utah 
affairs could reasonably have expected at the passage of the act that there 
would be an immediate change in the political situation; nor that it would 
‘have an immediate effect in destroying the practice of polygamy; but the act 


must necessarily have a strong influence in that direction. The very exist- 


ence of the law disfranchising the polygamists, must tend to destroy their 


Influence wherever it is understood that this is to be a permanent discrimi- 
nation. Those Mormons who have the ballot will, after a time, be conscious 
ol a power which they will be unwilling to use for ever at the bidding of 
“those who have it not. The fact also that it will be necessary to the preser- 


vation of the political influence of the People's Party” (as the Mormons 


style themselves), to have a large body of their members who are not polyg- 


amista, must tend in time to weaken the practice of polygamy; for every 


married Mormon who takes but one plural wife loses three votes for his 
" party—his own and those of his two wives, woman suffrage being established 
by law in Utah. Another consideration, already adverted to, the influence 
upon the young men and the rising generation, is entitled to great weight. 
Beeing all the offices of honor, trust and profit, such as Delegate to Congress, 


members of the Legislative Assembly, probate judges, clerks of the county 


‘courts, sheriffs and others—many of them quite lucrative--held by monogam 
ists, while polygamists are wholly excluded, the aspiring young men of the 
Territory would present an anomaly i in human natate if they should fail to 
‘be strongly influenced against going into a relation which thus subjects 
them to political ostracism, and fixes upon them the stigma of moral turpi- 
tude. 

The difficulty of the situation can be better understood from the fact that 


among the orthodox Mormons of Utah, polygamy is a part of their religious 


faith; and, while but a small per cent. of the whole adult Mormon population 
‘shave actually entered into the polygamous relation, yet all the faithful believe 
in it as a divine revelation. The Mormons believe in the Old Testament, 


the New Testament, and a great deal besides, namely: The Book of Mormon 
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and divers, so called “revelations,” claimed to have been received by the- 
Prophet Joseph Smith and his successors, Brigham ‘Young and John Taylor, 
which are mostly printed in their Book of Doctrine and Covenants. Among 
these so-called “revelations” is one in favor of a plurality of wives. That 2 
doctrine and practice so odious throughout Christendom should have, been: 
upheld so many years against the laws of Congress and the sentiments of 
the civilized world, is one of the marvels of the nineteenth century, and can 
de scarcely appreciated even by those who are familiar with the world’s 
history in relation to the difficulties of governmental control or suppression 
of religious fanaticism. ng 
“ Certainly no government can permit a violation of the laws under the: 
guise of religious freedom; and while Congress may not legislate as to mere 
matters of opinion, yet itlmay denounce and punish as crimes those actions- 
which are in violation of social duties or subversive of good order. 
eit was upon this principle that the Supreme Court, of the United States. 
held the aati-polygamy law of 1862 to be valid and constitutional. The 
right of Congress to suppress this great evil is undoubted. It is equally, plain 
that the dignity and good name of this great Government, among the nations 
of the earth, demand such Congressional action as shall effectually elimi 
this national disgrsee. In our report of November 18, 1882, we m 
several recommendations which were substantially incorporated. into. 752 
bill, No. 2,238 of last session of Congress, reported by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, December 13,1882. This bill, however, contains some other provisions 
besides those mentioned, and we hope that the proposed, measure as & who 6 
will receive the favorable consideration of Congress at its next session, The 
recommendations above referred to—submitted asa part ‘of this repor 
as follows: In our judgment, a marriage law enacted by Congress, wo 
an efficient auxiliary in the suppression of polygamy. It is asserted and. 
generally believed by non- -Mormons iui this Territory that plural 1 N is- 
‘still practiced here in secret. We would recommend that Congress enact a law 
| declaring all future ‘marriages in this Territory pull and yoid, unless they a are 
contracted. ‘and evidenced in the manner provided by the aet. For example;. 
That all marriages shall be solemnized in certain designated public places, 
and witnessed by such persons, and registered i in such public offices, as to 
: make the proof of marriage morally certain ; provided, also, that the} person 
‘officiating in the marriage ceremony, together with the parties and witnesses, 
shall make their affidavits against polygamy, and set forth the time and. 
place and other particulars relating to the marriage. Or, allow marriages, * 
be solemnized in private, but with the like guarantees of registration, 
affidavits, witnesses, etc,, and in either case providing penalties for violatic 
of the act by any of the persons concerned therein.’ In making this N 
tion, we omit the details, which can be supplied by Ay ae w 
marriage acts. of most of the States. In. our form report, we ea to 
the Een of thig Territory conferring on woman the ri gat of ‘suffrage, 
law was enacted by the Territorial , Some | 
Ot course, it is ‘incompetent for the Congress to repeal ‘or sag 
Without offering any opinion on the question ‘of woman 
general, we are satisficd that, owing to the peculiar state of affairs in Utah, 
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this law is an obstacle to the lution of the vexed question. In the 
prosecution of polygamy cases we is difficult to prove the first or legal 
marriage. We would suggest as à remedy, that the first or legal wife be 
declared by act of. — a competent witness in such prosecutions. 
nder the act af Co virtue of whose provisions this commission 
Was appointed, the people of Utah appear to be put upon probation until 
Legislative Assembly elected under the provisions of this act shall meet 10 
‘phase the: requisite conderning registration and eléction. H, however, 
the next session’ ofthe Legislative Assembly elected under the act of Congress, 
all fail to respond to tbe will ef the Nation, Congress should have no 
hesitation in using extraordinary measures to of: ‘this 
“Texsitory to obey the laws of the land. 

“The. present... Legislature; chosen at the August, slectiony, is. — 
of, of whom, however, live in polygamy. This 
Let are en in January. next, It will be their duty, under the 
act 2255 155 to adopt measures in conformity with the rovision of “that law, 
& the su pression of polygamy, “Whether the Legis ature will take such 

ion may not properly be discussed by us in advance’ of the 6pportunity 
given by the law to do 80. If they should fall in this respect ‘when the time 
hall come for them do u t, this Commission will be prepared to recommend 
and —— — will e not delay) the adoption of the most stringent, 
meusures cotHpatible with the limitations of the Constitution that may be 
considered necessary for the suppression of this great evil. In view of the 
\fdet that this contingency might come, we have already given the subject of 
uch further legislation much study and reflection, and will be ready at the 

proper time, if the on requires, to promptly present our views for the 
consideration of tite President and Congress. Recently some ten suits were 
iustituted in the Third District Court of Utah by Mormons against the ment 
bers of this commission, complaining that they had been unjustly deprived af 
the right to register and vote. These are understood to be test cases, desigued 
mere the cpustitutionality of the Edmunds act, aswell as the; legal 
cuction, which we ppt npon its provisions. These suits are still undecided, 
ad ar iets to de appealed to the Supreme Court of. the United States. It 
been asserted that,polygamic, marriages have increased, sinee the, passage 
of the Edmunds act ; on the contrary, we have the opinion of many Mo 
“hat they’ have ‘comparatively decreased since the } passage of said act. “Hs 
-diligent, inquiry, we believe the latter ‘conclusion is correct. . But the 
4 ill have the opportunity ok satisfying | he country on this 
“particular by passing such a public marriage act as that which we 
have suggested to Congress! 
„ 70 tiie and auch other legis lation as we have indicated, * will give ie 
overnm ent assurance af thei boa and patriotism, a and avert 4 con 
that anot but regult i in their discomfiture. In conn this 92 we 
La it proper to commend the zeal of the Governor of Utah efforts 
to enforce the law.” 
Signed! AL'S. Paddock, G. L. ate AB. Carlton 
2 — pure vast 
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UTAH NEWS. 
7 (Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
A round-house and other buildings are being erected on the Oregon Short 
Line Railroad at Soda Springs, 


President John Taylor and a number of ** brethren — Salt Lake 
City and other places have been to Sanpete on a preaching tour. 


The Utah Commissioners, after holding a session at Washington, D. C., 
have adjourned to meet in Salt Lake City on the 15th of January, 1684 
Elders Israel Barlow, of West Bountiful, dnd Lewis Robison, of Pleasant 
‘Grove, both old and staunch members of the Church, have recently died. 
Better prices are realized for horned stock new in Bear Lake Valley than 
during past seasons, and the people of that region, nearly all of whom raise 
some stock to sell, are feeling good thereat. 
Logan has an “Olympic Club,” composed of young men, iba have fitted 
up a gymnasium and meet five nights a week to go through athletic exercises. 
A reading room is to be established in connection with it. 


Geo, Bagley, son of Wm. Bagley, Charleston, Wasatch Ca, recently met 
with an accident while using giant powder for blasting, by which he was 
terribly burned and the sight of one eye almost destroyed. | 


The Morgenstjernen, a Scandinavian magazine published ie’ Salt Lake 
City, is to be issued semi- monthly hereafter, and also to be . It 
starts out with a steel engraving of Apostle Erastus Snow. 


On the evening of the 27th ult., a man named Henry ei we 
Mexicans stumbled into a mining shaft 34 feet deep. Two of them were 
killed, and the other, en 


It is now said that the liabilities of the Methodist minister, G. M. Pieree 
4 lately went into bankruptcy in Salt Lake City, will reach $100,000. He 
is denounced unsparingly by his creditors for his kna very. He ‘conveyed his 
real estate to his wife, so his defrauded creditors could not reach it. 


A party traveling north from the Moancoppy, reports meeting a great many 
people on the road journeying from Utah to Arizona. Eighty-five wagons 
were counted, along with which were 700 or 800 head of cattle, 1,500 7 5 
and some horses. They were mostly from the extreme northern part of 

Utah, and expected to locate on the Gila or Salt rivers. | 


Elder W. L. N. Allen, formerly First Counselor to the late Bishop ye — 
H. Burt, has been chosen and set apart as Bishop of the 21st Ward of Salt 
Lake City, with Herbert J. Foulger and Andrew N. Macfarlaue as his coun- 
selors. The nomination of these brethren was unanimously sustained by the 

people of the Ward, and the selection seems to give great satisfaction. 


A new railroad is projected to run through Southern. Utah, the eastern 
terminus of which will be Denver, and the western, San Francisco. A com- 


pany has been organized and incorporated to construct it, with a capital of 


» 
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$75,000,000. The road is already located 800 miles east from San Francisco 
and 200 west from Denver. Bishop Joho Sharp is the vice-president of the 
company. 

Kanoah went out in the monntaina, ou the Zed uals, to hunt deer. They 
separated, and soon George commenced chasing a deer to get a shot at it. 
Seeing what he supposed was it moving through the brush, he fired, when, to 
his horror, he diseovered ha had ahot his companion in the neck, and killed 
him almost instantly. 

Father Wm. Wilding, of the 17th Ward, Salt Lake City, attained his one 
hundredth year un the 12th ult, and that day was waited upon by the com- 
mittee who have had charge of the “Old Folks’ Excursions” for some years 
past. and presented with an overcoat, hat, neckerchief, pair of slippers, 
gas etc. The next day the old gentleman, who is hearty and fresh-looking 

or hid age was photographed at Savage’s. 
Large quantities of coal are being shipped from the Pleasant Valley mines 
now. The Utah Central Railway Co. had commenced to build a broad-guage 
road up to its rich coal claims in that valley, but a compromise has now been 
effected by which the work has been stopped on condition that one-half the 
coal shipped from Pleasant Valley by the Denver and Rio Grande Railway be 
from the mines owned by the Utah Central Company. 


The company of emigrating Saints, who left here on the 27th of October 
reached Ogden on the evening of the 14th of November, and those who 
‘continued on to Salt Lake City arrived there the next day about noon. 
Their journey overland was pleasant, except that they were treated in a very 
disrespectful manner by some of the railroad employes, which, however, has 
been reported up, end the result will doubtless be that future companies will 
receive such treatment as all travelers who pay their way and behave them- 
‘selves deserve. 


Salt Lake City has had two rather extensive fires lately. Early on the 
morning of Sunday, Oct. 28th, a large frame building a short distance below 
the Continental Hotel, owned by Causey, Harkins & Co., and used as a 
skating rink, took fire from some unknown cause, and burned completely 
down, despite all efforts to save it. The residence of H. S. Beatie, situated 
only a few feet from it on the north, was saved by great exertions, though 

damage to the building and its contents during their removal of from 
$300 to $400. The loss to the owners of the skating rink and their insurers 
will foot up to somewhere between $8,000 and $10,000. 

Again, about 11 a.m. the same day, a large frame building near the U. Oi 
depot, occupied by R F. Whittemore as a boarding house, accidentally 
caught fire and was consumed, together with a butcher shop and barn adjoin- 
ing, and their contents, including several vehicles, a horse and two pet bears. 
Mr. Whittemore’s loss is estimated at $5,000 to $6,000, and a number of his 
‘boarders lost money to à considerable amount, besides their wardrobe, ete. 
It is to be hoped that these fires will serve as a warning to people against 

building such combustible houses. 
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DEATH or APOSTLE OBABLES 0 

of earth’s great ones has passed away. That truly noble and 


man, Apostle Charles C. Rich, is no more in mortality, He departed this 
life at 2 o’clock p.m., Nov. 17, 1883, at his home in Paris, Bear Lake County, 

Idaho. He was stricken with paralysis three years ago, and has ever since 
“been in a more or less helpless condition, and as the Saints generally have 
‘been kept apprised of the precarious state of his ‘health, they will ‘perhaps 
not de much surprised to learn of his death. It was doubtless a happy 

‘releake to him; for, though surrounded continually by loving friends who 
would fain have kept him with them and continued to enjoy his society, his 
long oon uõ,¼ent must have been exceedingly irksome to a man of his active, 

ambitious temperament, “ Besides, the Latter-day Saints do not regard death 
es many people in the world do—as.a finalsevering of all the ties hefyra held 

ydear, but rather as.a brief separation from some dear friends to enjoy te 
pacciety of a host of others who have gene: before, and then in a shert time to 

{ibe re-nnited with those left behind. They do not, regard. the .fature with 
- dread ful.forebodings,-and. fear to enter “that bourne from whence,no traveler 
returns;” but if their acts have been consistent with their religion, they, can 
ook forward cheerfully to the change from. mortality to immortality. 

They view our present existence as a probationary. state, in which Hößkind 
are required to provè their worthiness for an exi- tene ereaftef which ‘shall 
be. both glorious and eternal. And while they would not shrink from ‘meet- 
ing manfully the trials and cares which fall to their lot, and maintalning life’s 
_tenure to the utmost extremity, they can also hail with pleasure the change 
which frees their spirits from the cumbrous clay which clogs their actions 

* and leaves them buoyant and untrammelled. To them the closing ‘of ‘the 
door of this life is the opening of the portal to a life to ‘come, in which their 
powers for doing good will have even greater scope than here, 

No man perhaps who has lived in this age has been better prepared | to die, 
or had less cause to fear being brought to judgment, ‘than las Charles 0. 
Rich. He has endeavored to obey every law of the Gpspel which, bas been 
made known; ; he has lived a true, consistent ande exem lar lite, and i DOW, he’ as 
gone to join the ranks of the faithful who have preceded him in the p 22 1 to 
, another sphere, leaving thousands of friends and acqueibtances $0. revere bis 
memory and emulate his virtues. We can fancy, with, what joy be will, me 
his kindred in the other world, as well as the martyred Prophet ar and Nan 
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his fellow! Apostles and other faithful ones who have died before him, and 
whom he loved while living dearer than life itself. 

Brother Rich was born in Campbell County, Kentucky, on the 2ist of 
Angust, 1809, 20 that at the time of bis death he was almost seventy-four- 
and a· quarter years of age, Up to the time of his being paralyzed he was a 
remarkably well-presetved man for his age, having a tall, muscular, powerful 
frame, and being the very pieture of robust health. He was a man who had 
éxperieneed many hardships and endured, numberless privations, having been 
cotnected with the Church from a very early period, and passed through all 
the drivings and persecutions to whieh the Church was subjected. . He was 
possessed wastial ‘courage’ and energy, coupled witha self. denying dis- 
position, and he was always on Habd to take the brunt of any labor or hard- 
ship which the people were required to mest. In early daye in the Church 
he figtired cétispickonsly as a military man, and was distinguished for his 
doolness and bravery. He held tue office of major-general in that branch of the 
THindis State Militia known as the Nauvoo Legion, and was by many teak 
Tatty called: General Rich up to thé day of his death. 
J He was ordaihed un Apostle on the 12th of February, 1849, and in the 

autuinn of that year Wis Wönt on & mission to California, where he established 
the of * which was abandoned by the Saints at the time 
dent to Utah to exterminate tlie “Mormons.” He came 
1 a 25 in 1860, arid for a time was associated with Elder 
Lyman in presiding aver the European Missions. He returned home 

22 — a natural pioneer, and was the leader 
Of Beur Lake Valley the extreme northern County 


the original settlers 

‘tah, which. County 
was named im honor of him. During the early years of the settlement of that 
by whieh the residents. could get their mails from, or 
ication with the valleys farther sunth,when the snow was 
— — by crossing on snow shoes. When others would 
shrink from the dangerous undertaking of traversing the mountains at auch 
étdrmis prevailed; Brother Rich) would set out. His 
Wonderfuf Nrength and great powers of endurance, of which he never seemed 
to know the limit and his almost intuitive knowledge of the country always 
enabled him te: zo through, though in doing so he sometimes bore fatigue 
„eur te Mill G ordinary mau. He made many of these hazardous journeys 
‘Ove? the motfbtarts; indeed for a number of years that was of 
traveling whet goin nz to Salt Lake City to attend the on ofthe prea 


eben eng 4.55 


Rich was less throughout bis bril 
‘that for his real He was a man of geuerous impulses; he 
seemed to lich fbf others happiness rather than his own, ahd thereby took 
way of seouring happiness. Cheerful; honest, industrious, 
benewolent extending substantial sympathy to those in need, and giviug 
Autherly coubsel to and setting a worthy example ull around he 
‘wheved o through ‘life; hotgored and beloved by alt who knew bim, and now 
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THE MORMON HERE 4 


Tae Oongress of the States has President 
Arthur has issued his annual Message. Among other important matters 
which he calls the attention of that august body to, is a consideration of the 
irrepressible “ Mormon question.“ The telegrnphic dispatches: contain ‘the 
following summary of his recommendations upon that interesting subject: 

_ “ Referring next to the Mormon question, the President points out that polygamy is 
so strongly entrenched in Utah that only the stoutest constitution and the introduction 
of a legislative measure can profitably attack it. The President expresses, himself in 
favor of the repeal of the Ast on which the eee ee 
the assumption by Congress of the entire political control there,” 


We understand from this that 
mooted by some Congressmen, of abolishieg the Territorial form of govern- 
ment and establishing in the place of it a form of government similar to that 
of the District of Columbia, where three oommissinners, appoipted by the 
President with the consent of the Senate, have contrul and administer such 
laws as Congress enacts for its government, The Chicago Tribune has an- 
nounced its intention of oppesing this proposition, and here is an extract 
from an article in that paper upon the subject: 

Can any change of form in civil government alter this case? Perhaps if n 
would enact that the Mormons shall be found guilty of ‘celestial marriage’ without trial 
by jury, and also without evidence, it might; but it happens that Congress has not 
authority te do either. As a solution of the Mormon problem, if that problem is polyg- 
amy, the business project favored by Springer is as worthless as the rest of the legisla- 
tive panaceas. The only way tu cure the celestial marriage distemper in Utah is to 
attack, not the Mormon Church, but the religious belief of the Mormons.” 

The remarks of the Times are sensible and to the point. The question 
would be no nearer a solution (if the suppression of the religion of the Saints 
is the question), though the recummensiemen of, the President were.acted upon, 
than it is now. 

As will be seen by reference to the report of the Utah. 5 
published elsewhere in this issue, they do not attempt to disguise the ont 
that they are trying to suppress a form of religion. They say:: 

difficulty of the teil tho 
orthodox Mormons of Utah, polygamy is a part of their religious faith; and, while but 
mall per cent of the whole adult Mormon population have actually entered into the 
polygamous relation, yet all the faithful believe in it as a divine revelation.” 

This is the first time, we believe, that such an acknowledgement as this has 
come from such a source. Congress and the Supreme Court in dealing with 
this subject in the past, have studiously ignored or denied the fact that plural 
marriage could be a part of the religion of the Latter-day Saint. 
The Commissioners assert a falsehood when they say “the right of. One 
ta suppress this great evil (a religion) is undoubted.” It is not only doubted, 
but denied by every fair-minded man in the republic ; for if Congress can 
suppress the religion of the Latter-day Saints, any other religion can in like 
manner be suppressed. Does it not look already as if religious freedom and 
respect for Constitutional law have fled, when men occupying the position 
that these Commissioners do, boldly advocate before the world a gross 
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violation of Constitutional restrictions! The very first amendment to the 
Constitution declares that “ Congress shall wake no lawa respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exereise thereof.” 

Well, we are rather glad to see this agitation of the “Mormon question” 
continue, for we are sure good will result from it, though not to those who 
ate exerting themselves to crush the “Mormuns” out of existence: They will 
fail in their efforts just as they have done heretofore. The Lord will over- 
rule their acts for the good of His cause. “It must needs be that offenses 
come, but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh!” The President of 
the United States, the Utah Commissioners, the rabid editors and preachers, 
and even the anti- Mormon” league, which exists in London, are all preaching 
“Mormonism,” though not intentionally, While alluding to the latter 
organization, we may mention that all honor is due the honorable Prime 
Minister, Mr. Gladstone, for his recent reply to their appeal to prevent the 
“ Mormon” Elders from making converts in this land and leading them to 
Utah. He very sensibly considers it a matter in which he cannot interfere, 
and ventures the opinion that the converts go voluntarily. The prominence 
given to the matter through the papers will very likely result in many people 
inquiring into our doctrines, who never would otherwise have thought of 
doing so, and thus will they be warned. 


RELEASED AND RETURNED HOME —Elder John W. F. Volker, 
who has been for a year past laboring in the Holland Mission, hus been re- 
leased on account of the condition of his business being such as to require his 
presence at home, and sailed from Liverpool per S. S Wisconsin, Dec. ah on 


BIRMIN GHAM CONFERENCE. Meetings of the Birmingham Con- 
ference will be held on the 23rd of December, 1883, at the Latter-day Suint 
.Chapel, Hanter’s Vale, off Farm St., Hockley, Birmingham, commencing at. 
10 30 a. m., and 2-30 and 6 p.m. President John Henry Smith and Elder 
Geo. C. Lambert from the Liverpool Office will be present. 


_ GLASGOW CONFERENCE.—Meetings of the Glasgow Conference will 
be held in the Upper Hall, 8 Watson St., off Gallowgate, Glasgow, Sunday, 
Dee 30, 1883, commencing at 11 am.,and2and7 p.m. A large attendance: 
of the Saints is expected. President John Henry Smith will be present. 


— — — 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


—— 


NEWSPAPER CHANGES, ETC. 
Bose O. F. Whitney writing to Elder Geo. C. Lambert from Salt Lake 
City, Nov. 9, 1883, gays: 
1 „A beck in my old place and very busy. Brother Nicholson is associate editor, and, 
during Brother Penréee's absence, chief. The latter, I am sorry to iaform you, has not 
been very well of late. Overworked, it is evident. He is somewhat better than before 
his recent trip north. He leaves with Brother C. R. Savage to-morrow morning on 8. 
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two weeks’ trip through Arizona and the south, which will do him, no doubt, a world of 
ood. © Brother Savage goes to replace cactas negatives destroyed by fire. With Brother 
Penroee’s return, the editorial staff will comprise:four, myself being the extra man, but 
Brother Nicholson's eee being the new creation. The Herald is also spreading its 
‘wings, You have heard, perhaps, that H. M. yd 
(my brother) and other young bloods have bought into ite t, 
course will improve it. The ground is excavated for a new Herald building on the Phety 
corner, opposite the Continental. A big venture, but as the paper fs paying well, it wilt 
no doubt be able to stand it. The News will put up b ‘new office on the site of the old 
one, or rather a new addition, next spring: 

«© AN well in Zion, or ought tobe. 
who has hitherto delivered us from all their.snares and schemes. This winter will per · 
ape witness some more outrageous legislation against us at Washington, but if it prove 
as abortive as the Edmunds bill, we need not fear the result. We need. not do this any- 
how, if we act our part well and trust in the Lord,” 2 


Elder Joseph H. Felt, writing from Cherokee Watlon,” 
Oct. 23, 1883, to Elder Geo. C. Lambert, says 
my knee, and writing with a pencil for want of pen and ink, I have walked five miles 
this morning over the hills, along trails and through the wood t „the mail road, in hopes 
‘that the mail carrier will have some letters for.us,when he, comes, a J have not heard 
from home but once since I left. Well, I suppose you know all about my being called 
very snddenly to come down here and relieve Brother Guorge Teasdale, that he might go 
to Conference, I had two weeks to get ready, in, during which time my wife’s brother, 
who lived with us, died, but I left all feeling pretty well. T never could have felt better 
I did and do about this mission. Many sympathized with me, and asked me if I 
would not rather go to England, Scandinavia of the States. I told them No, I want to 
go just where the Lord wants me.’ The spirit of the Fndiat Misrion rested upon me, 
and I rejoiced to come, as I do in laboring bers with Brother M. W. Dalton, of Willard, 
for a companion. We dre the’ only two Later day Saint Elders in the Territory at 
present, and the only ones who have ever been away up here preaching the word of God. 
Wo find a good many kind friends who are willing to take us in and give us a bed with 
them, but as yet we have not baptized any... Many are investigating, but the Indians 
are proverbially slow; they want time to think. are Baptists as far as they under- 
nd (which is not very far), but the most eben. although they have the Testament, 
it in Cherokeé and believe it, do not belong to ny Church. The Lord has kept 
n and although they have Baptist, Methodist and 
‘Catholic missionaries among them, very ‘few have jcined them. They all live in log 
houses, the full · blood back in the hills, along the streams, among the woods, one here, 
another there. It is indeed as hunters that we have to hunt them up, and they are the 
ones we are sent to; still we preach to the others as well, of every grade the full-blooded 
etc... to the full-blooded white. The 
whites, however, have no righ as they often are, 
to those of Cherokee blood. she The full- 
bloods do not like the whites, and get as far from them in the hills as they can. They 
hog-raising, _, They cultivate corn, e little wheat, cotton, sweet 
and tobacco, and ‘raise ens, gvése, ducks, tirkeys, and few battle and 
first rate. A great many speak English, while many, especially ‘among ‘the full- blood, 
do nt. We bave the Articles of Faith? and two tracts written by Brother Teasdale 
on the first principles of the Gospel and restoration of the Gospel, translated into thé 
‘ Clissokee language, which we have read to them. Then we have a series of paintings, 
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Which Brother John W. Young let me have (that were used among the. Indians in 
Arizona), descriptive of the history of the world, Jesus Christ and the Book of Mormon. 
These please them very much. We are trying to learn the language as fast as possible, 
but it is up-hill work. The words are very. difficult to spell and pronounce. There are 
85 characters in the alphabet. GW spells Cherokee, or taa-la-gi. With the help of the 
Lord, however, we will master it, or at least do our duty. I feel first rate. My health 
is good, and my spirits never better, although I am almost a stranger and alone among a 
nation of 30,000 Cherokee Indians, with no home, never sleeping in the same bed two 
nights, living on corn bread and bacon, hunting board and lodging every day, never 
knowing where they will come from, but God gi ves them every time. Thank God, this 
is His work, and we know. it. I rejoice in my mission here, and would not exchange 
with anyone.” 


INTERESTING NEWS FROM THE SCANDINAVIAN MISSION, 


President C. D. Fjeldsted sends us the following report of the affairs of the 
Scandinavian Mission, dated Copenhagen, Oct. 26, 1883: 


I have now made the tour of all the Conferences. There are now 83 Elders from 
Zion laboring in this Mission. I am well satisfied with the zeal they manifest in the 
missionary cause, and, although it seems that in most places they reap but very little 
reward for all their labors, they do not slacken their diligence, but are determined that all 
shall hear their testimony. . Outside the capitals of Denmark and Norway and the Stock- 
holm Conference, the Elders find it up-hill business to preach the Gospel. The people 
_are clad in an armor of indifference to the principles of the Gospel, which our brethren. 
cannot pengtrate. Times have changed much the last few years. On my former mission, 
vo could find a great many who would listen to us and supply our wants, but now the 
. Eiders are under the necessity of paying for most of the meals they get, and in some places 
can hardly get à meal when they offer the money to pay for it; the people say they are 
_ afraid fo, violate the law which forbids selling meals without a license. But, notwith- 
ow all these difficulties, our Elders have labored faithfully and performed a noble 
work. During the last year they have visited every house in over éight hundred cities 
aud villages, , They have sought every opportunity to engage the people in conversation 
concerning the Gospel, and to leave with them their testimony of the divine mission of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Whenever possible, they have held meetings among 
strangers; these do not like to visit our halls, hence it is found that the greatest number- 
of gur friends can be reached where persons who are not in the Church will open their 
houses for the brethren to hold meetings in, There have been held 2,211 meetings of 
this kind. We hire 34 mezting hails. In several of the cities we have standing advertise- 
ments in the leading papers. informing the peuple where and when we hold our meetings. 
Here, in Copenhagen, they print our notice free of charge. When we were going to hold 

our last Conference, we inserted in several papers special invitations to the people, and 

wers agreeably surprised to have them refuse payment. We hired a fine comimodious 
hall for the purpose for fifteen shillings. As the hall was situated in the finest part of 
the city, it would have been cheap at double the amount. The owner was a little loth 
to rent it to us, but when we told him we were not going to advertise as ‘ Mormons,’ but 
e Latter-day Saints, he felt better about it. What a bugbear that name is! Some of 
the strangers were heard to inquire for the plape where the Latter-day 1 Saints beld their 
Conference. They were perhaps surprised to find it was only the ‘Mormons’ they had 
Home to hear, Wepede very large large attendance of strangers; . occupied, 
“and many ha to x a The city of Copenhagen is at present one of the best mission - 


“ary abodt 80 have been added Chrarch inst twelve 


“months. 
try list winter, ant we have 90 Sunday missionaries who spend their Sundays in going 
from house to house to bear their testimony concerning the truth of ‘Mormonism.’ The 
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distribution of tracts has been prosecuted as vigorously as circumstances would allow. 
The laws are opposed to our selling pamphlets, and our enemies are seeking to catch our 
missionaries in te act of selling tracts in order to cause them trouble. Tracts and 
pamphlets to the amount of nearly 9,000 kroner have been disposed of among the peo- 
ple. Our tra>t-sellers have shown themselves indefatigable in their labors, which are so 
often thankiess; they have penetrated the dreary wilds of northern Sweden, and even 
crossed ths boundary line between Sweden and Russian Finland, leaving here and there 
a message of the glad tidings that man has received from his Creator, like precious seeds 
of truth which, if God gives the growth, may epving up and Dene thelt fruits even 
in that cold region. 

‘* Stockholm Conference is still like a new field. A good many are added to the 
Church, and the Branches are in a vigorous condition. Here the Saints are able to bear 
most of the expenses of the Conference. 3 

We have emigrated during the last season over one thousand souls. Money to the 
amount of about 120,000 kroner has been sent by brethren at home to help emigrate their 
friends and relatives. Nearly all who could raise means enough to emigrate have done 
so, and those who are left are very poor, and not able to do much towards carrying the 
burden of the Mission. | 

The spirit of persecution has manifested itself mostly in Norway, and there it pre- 
sents itself mostly in the shape of legal prosecution. Norway boasts of its free constita- 
tion, and stil) it is one of the most intolerant governments towards the Saints. Tolerance 
is granted to all Christian sects, both to the mother’ and to the ‘daughter,’ but, strange 
enough, the only Church which bears the Savior’s name is declared by the consistent(?) 
legislators of Norway to be outside the pale of the Church of Christ, and the members of 
the Church of Jesus Christ are declared to be non-Christian! Several of our brethren 
have been arrested aud treated to water and bread.’ Only a short time ago a young 
Elder committed the heinous crime of kneeling down in a public meeting, and actually 
presumed to ask God to bless the congregation. Had this young man lived in the days 
of Daniel, he might have been cast into the ‘lion’s den; but as he was lucky enough to 
live in Norway, where there are no lions, the modern Dariuses let him off with arresting 
him and sentencing him to five days ‘ water and bread.’ 

The officers of the law do not seem anxious to prosecute our brethren; it is the men 
of the black cloth—the prieste—who goad them on to do their duty. They confess in 
this their inability to meet the Elders with spiritual weapons, and they will find that in 
calling in the strong arm of the law they strengthen the cause they so anxieusly seek to 
weaken. 

**T am sorry that the hard times and sickness should have compelled our Icelandic 
brethren to leave that field. They have done a good work there. Twenty-two souls 
were added to the Church by baptism during their administration. The Saints who are 
there need some shepherd to take care of them. I feel anxious to have some brethren 
dent there, but we have none here who can speak the language. 

„The work is also going forward on the bleak shores of Russian Finland. Brother 
Swalberg is laboring there, and is quite hopeful that his labors will bear fruit; at last 
_ he had tyes, ous of whew well-to-do indy, who has furnished him 
# room free of charge.” | 


PROGRESS OF THE WORK IN THE LONDON CONFERENCE-—CASES OF HEALING. 
Me have received the following from President E. H. Nye, dated London 
Nov. 28, 1883: 

I have just returned to London after a ten days’ trip in the Kent District. I am 
pleased to be able to state that the London Conference is now in a flourishing condition, 
and the prospects for the future are bright and encouraging. The Traveling Elders now 
An the field are full of earnest desires to spread the principles of eternal truth, and are 
fired with a zeal that is calculated to overcome the ebstacles thrown in their way by 
those who seek to oppose. Their efforts to open up new fields among the people, the 
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enterprise exhibited in following up every clue, and the readiness displayed in embracing 
every opportunity to lay befere the people the glad tidings of great joy, are gratify. 
ing indeed. The Presidents of Branches have all swung beautifully into line, and with 
their counselers and the local Priesthood generally, are all working harmoniously for the 
. epson oftrath, for the building up and edification of the Saints, and the rolling forth of 
hne ali engaged. Particularly is this condition of affairs 
‘noticeable in the Lond. week passes by without a number being 
added to the Church by baptism, and f hame:ne®. thavalightest doubt, judging from the 
present prosperous ontlook, that by the time the year we shall far more than 
have recovered the large number who emigrated last season. A preeminent feature of 
‘the question, too, is the very noticeable fact that those now embracing the Gospekaze af 
the most desirable class—intelligent, hard-working and industrious people. 

“The Kent District also is opening up in the most gratifying manner, and it is not 
future 

The tracts provided some time ago for the purpose of promulgating the principles of 
the Gospel, have given opportunity to many of the Saints to aid in the good work of 
bringing sodls to a knowledge of the truth. In some localities tract distributing has 
been prosscated systematically by the societies organized for that purpose, and those who 
have been the most actively engaged in that laudable work, testify to the fact that they 
have been abundantly blessed by the Almighty with a rich supply of His Holy Spirit, 
and the knowledge that they were helping to roll on His mighty purposes. The Travel- 
ing Elders in some cases have taken part in this tract distribution, but in most of the 
‘Branches they have been otherwise engaged, and have left it to the Tract Societies in 
each Branch. | 
Several cases of healing by the power of God have occurred through the administra- 
tion of His servants, one of the most remarkable of which was that of Brother Harding, 
# member of the Lambeth Branch. While at his daily vccupation as cleaner of sewers, 
“he eute red a drain for the purpose of removing rubbish that had accumulated there, and 
became suffocated by foal air. He was dragged out and carried home for dead, and a 
doctor was sent for, who pronounced it blood poisoning and strangulation, and declared 
te case was hopeless. Elder Norman was sent for, and he administered to Brother 
Harding in the name of the Lord Jesus, and from that time he began to recover, and 
: finally resumed his former avocation, and now, with a heart full of praise and thanks- 
_ giving to the Most High, declares that it was by the power of God that his life was 
spared and his health and strength restored. | 
Another case is that of Mra. Webster, an aged lady who, though not suffering from 
amy special illness, bad been confined to her room and unable to walk for a number of 
years. Elder George Atkin was introduced to her by her daughter, and succeeded in 
_ laying before her the principles of life and salvatien so plainly, that she demanded to be 
baptized. Accordingly, arrangements were made, and she was taken on the tram to the 
edge of Clapham Common, and carried across to the pond, about a quarter of a mile 
from the tram. As seon as prepared for the water, Elder George Atkin being unable to 
carry her, was obliged to pull her out to where the water was deep enough, and there 


missed the tram, continued on to her home, walking all the way. She is now rejoicing 
| is the of the trath, and'her soul is Siled with thanksgiving and praise to the 
God of Israel fer the manifestations of His kindness to her. 


Many other instances wherein the power of God has been made manifest in a miracu- 

lous manner could be enumerated, and as fully authenticated as the above, and while we 
-of Israel.” 


assistance, and, after replacing her dry clothing, walked across the common, and, having 


